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The  following  record  of  the  Joslin  famil}^ 
with  earl}^  recollections  of  the  author  was 
prepared  in  manuscript  form,  and  after  his 
death  was  deemed  well  worth}'  of  preservation 
and  the  undersigned  by  its  publication  feels 
grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  pay  some 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  man  whose  name 
he  bears  and  partially  acknowledge  the 
benefits  derived  from  his  ripe  experience  and 
wise  counsels. 


®lj^  llasltn  (Sfamtig  ®rtgtn. 


gjHE  JOSLIN  FAMILY  is  a  very  old  one.  Its  history 
=   reaches  back  even  beyond  the  time  of  the  Emperor 

Charlemagne,  whose  daughter  married  Count 
Joceline.  One  of  the  descend ents  of  this  union  was 
Sir  Gilbert  Jocelyne,  who  accompanied  William,  Duke 
of  Norman d}^  in  his  expedition  for  the  conquest  of 
England  in  1066,  and  became  the  founder  of  the  Joslin 
family  in  England. 

He  received  from  William  I,  extensive  territorial 
grants  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  among  which  were 
the  lordships  of  Sempringham  and  Tyrington.  His 
son,  Gilbert,  devoted  himself  to  a  religious  life  and 
founded  the  order  called  Gilbertines,  and  was  canonized 
a  saint  by  Pope  Innocent  III,  in  1202.  The  young, 
Thomas  married  Maude,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
John  Hyde  of  Hyde  Hall  and  granddaughter  of  Baron 
Sudeley,  by  which  marriage  the  familj^  obtained  that 
estate  which  has  ever  since  remained  in  its  possession. 

One  of  his  descendents  married  Anne,  the  heiress 
of  the  Percys,  and  became  Duke  of  Northumberland, 
another  was  the  signer  of  the  "Magna  Charta." 
Another  is  the  present  Earl  Roden;  others  have  been 
Bishops  p.nd  Lord  Maj'ors,  etc. 

Another  of  his  descendants  was  Thomas  Josseline, 
who  was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  America.  He 
came  over  in  the  ship  "Increase"  in  163,5,  and  landed 


in  Hingham,  Mass.,  with  liis  wife,  Rebecca,  a  son, 
Nathaniel,  and  four  daughters,  Rebecca,  Doroth}^, 
Eliza  and  Mary.  Later  an  older  son,  Abrahm,  who  had 
been  left  at  school,  joined  the  family  and  they  removed 
to  Lancaster,  of  which  they  were  among  the  original 
proprietors  and  inhabitants.  These  sons,  Abrahm  and 
Nathaniel,  are,  doubtless,  the  tioo  brothers  mentioned 
in  all  traditions,  which  claim  that  two  brothers  came 
from  England,  and  that  all  Joslins  are  descended  from 
them. 

Thomas  Joslin  died  in  Lancaster  in  1660.  Abrahm 
was  a  mariner  and  was  lost  at  sea  in  1670.  Nathaniel 
died  in  Marlboro  in  1694. 


|gtrtl|s. 


Israel  Joslin  (have  no  date  of  birth)  and  Sarah  Bailey  were  married  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  Dec.  i8th,  1718.  Sarah's  father  was  Joseph  Bailey,  son  of  John, 
Jr.,  who  came  with  his  father  John  Bailey  from  Chippenham,  England,  in 
1635,  in  the  ship  "Angel  Gabriel;"  were  shipwrecked  off  Pemequid,  Me.; 
they  settled  in  Newberry,  Mass.  Israel  Joslin  settled  first  in  Arundell, 
Me.,  father  Bailey  going  to  Maine  also;  they  lived  there  until  Oct.  28th, 
1723,  when  the  settlement  was  destroyed  by  Indians,  and  father  Joseph 
Bailey  was  killed.     Israel's  family  escaped  and  went  to  Killingly,  Conn. 

Gideon  Joslin,  son  of  Israel,  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  March  ist,  1724. 

Sarah  Merrill,  daughter  of  Obediah  Merrill,  wife  of  Gideon,  born  June  6th, 
1730.  Gideon's  family  moved  to  Tyringham,  Mass.,  in  1761,  and  his  three 
youngest  children,  Anne,  John  and  Able  were  born  there. 

Asa  Joslin,  son  of  Gideon,  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  Dec.  13th,  1749. 

Darius  Joslin,  son  of  Gideon,  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  Aug.  22d,  1751. 

Sibbell  Joslin,  daughter  of  Gideon,  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  May  28th,  1753. 

Sarah  Joslin,  daughter  of  Gideon,  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  Feb.  i8th,  1755. 
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Hesekiah  JosHn,  son  of  Gideon,  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  Feb.  i8th,  1757. 
Willard  Joslin,  son  of  Gideon,  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  July  3d,  1760. 
Anne  Joslin,  daughter  of  Gideon,  born  at  Tyringham,  Mass.,  May  23d,  1763. 
John  Joslin,  son  of  Gideon,  born  at  Tyringham,  Mass.,  Oct.  15th,  1769. 
Able  Joslin,  son  of  Gideon,  born  at  Tyringham,  Mass.,  May  15th,  1772. 
John  Joslin,  son  of   Gideon,   married   Temperance   Mayo   in   1793.     Children 

from  this  marriage  were: 
Clarissa  Joslin,  born  at  Westmorland,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  i8th,  1800. 
Harriet  Joslin,  born  at  Westmorland,  N.  Y.,  May  29th,  1806. 
Sarah  Ann  Joslin,  born  at  Westmorland,  N.  Y.,  January,  1810. 
John  Joslin 's  second  marriage  was  to  Roxana  Chandler  McEwen,  Aug.   i6th, 

181 1.     She  had  one  child,    Geo.    Faber  McEwen,   by  her  first  husband, 

(was  later  a  graduate  of  Williams  College),  born  July  25th,   1810.     The 

children  of  John   Joslin   and  his   wife   Roxana   Chandler   McEwen  were: 

(Roxana  Chandler  born  June  ist,  1788.)     Vermont. 
John  Chandler  Joslin,  born  at  Township  of  Sullivan,   Madison  County,   State 

of  N.  Y.,  April  21st,  1812. 
Samantha  Joslin,  born  at  Township  of  Sullivan,  Madison  County,   State  of  N. 

Y.,  May  6th,  1815. 
Darius  Joslin,    born  at  Township  of   Sullivan,    Madison   County,  State  of  N. 

Y.,  April  29th,  1816. 
Sarepta  Joslin,  born  at  Township  of  Sullivan,  Madison  County,  State  of  N.  Y., 

May  23d,  1818. 
Alexander  Hamilton  Joslin,  born   at  Township  of  Sullivan,    Madison  County, 

State  of  N.  Y.,  Nov.  ist,  1820, 
Caroline  Joslin,  born  at  Township  of  Sullivan,   Madison  County,   State  of  N. 

Y.,  July  30th,  1823. 
Elexis  Hamilton  Joslin,  born  at  Township  of  Sullivan,   Madison  County,  State 

of  N.  Y.,  Sept.  9th,  1827. 
Theodore  Merrill  Joslin,  born  at  Township  of  Sullivan,  Madison  County,  State 

of  N.  Y.,  Nov.  25th,  1829. 
Helen  Melvina  Joslin,  born  in  Township  of  Sullivan,  Madison  County,  State  of 

N.  Y.,  Sept.  25th,  1833. 
Cordelia  Montague,  wife  of  Darius  Joslin  (son  of  John),  born  at  Hatskill,  State 

of  N.  Y.,  Feb.  23d,  1823. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Bebout,  first  wife  of  Theodore   Merrill   Joslin,    was   born  at 

Savanah,  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  Sept.   29th,  1833. 
Jannette  Holton,  second  wife  of  Theodore  Merrill  Joslin,  was  born  at  Rush- 

ville,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  7,  1840. 
Helen  lola  Joslin,  daughter  of  Theodore  M.  and  Mary  E.   Bebout  Joslin,  born 

at  Unadilla,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  June  20th,  i860. 


Cora  Elizabeth  Joslin,  daughter  of  Theodore  M.   and  Mary  E.   Bebout  Joslin, 

born  at  Unadilla,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  May  gth,  1865. 
Theodore  Chandler  Joslin,  son  of  Theodore  M.  and  J.  L.   Holton  Joslin,  born 

at  Detroit,  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  Sept.  28th,  1868. 
Mary  Holton  Joslin,  daughter  of  Theodore  M.  and  J.  L.  Holton  Joslin,  born  at 

Detroit,  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  Sept.  loth,  1871. 
Children  of  Samantha  Joslin  and  Henry  Veits: 
Helen  Josephine  Veits,  born  at  Huntington,  Lorain  County,   Ohio,  July  24th, 

1846. 
Charlotte  Jane  Veits,  born  at  Huntington,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  July  ist,  1853. 

Children  of  Helen  Josephine  Veits  and  Geo.  H.  Fairchild: 

Gertrude  Veits  Fairchild,  born  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  June  3d,  1869. 

A  son  died  in  infancy,  Aug.  nth,  1871. 

Katherine  May  Fairchild,  born  at  Bismarck,  N.  Dak.,  Aug.  15th,  1881. 

The  children  of  Harriet  Joslin  and  Geo.  Lane  were: 

Eliza  Lane. 

Hamilton  Lane. 

John  Joslin  Lane. 

Malissa  Lane. 

Alonso  Lane. 

Watson  Lane. 

George  Lane. 

Harriet  Lane. 

Children  of  Darius  Joslin  and  Cordelia  Montague  Joslin: 

Eugene  M.  Joslin,  born  at  Lyndon,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  July  30th,  1849. 

Charlotte  Helen  Joslin,  born  at  Lyndon,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  June  20th, 

1853- 
Charles  A.  Joslin,  born  at  Lyndon,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  Nov.  23d,  1855. 
Edward  Chandler  Joslin,  born  at  Lyndon,   Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,   April 

6th,  1859. 

Children  of  Edward  C.  Joslin  and  Viola  Everetts,  his  wife: 

Eugene  Montague  Joslin,  born  at  Lyndon,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  March 

2ist,  1887. 
Blanch  L.  Joslin,  born  at  Howell,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  March  15th,  1889. 
Viola  Emma  Joslin,  born  at  Howell,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  Oct.  26th,  1897. 
Richard  Merrill  DePuy,  son  of  William  O.   DePuy  and  his  wife  Helen  lola 

DePuy,  born  at  Bismarck,  N.  Dak.,  May  28,  1891. 
Merrill  Willard  Joslin,  son  of  Theodore  M.  and  Mary  Holton  Joslin,  his  wife, 

born  at  Adrian,  Mich.,  Oct.  27th,  1904. 
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Israel  Joslin  and  Sarah  Bailey,  at  Salem,  Mass.,  Dec.  i8th,  1718. 
Gideon  Joslin  and  Sarah  Merrill,  Jan.  lath,  1749. 
John  Joslin  and  Temperance  Mayo,  April  14th,  1793. 
John  Joslin  and  Roxanna  Chandler  McEwen,  Aug.  15th,  181 1. 
Clarissa  Joslin  married  a  Dr.  Job  May  in  New  York  State,  no  date ;  Monte- 
zuma. 
Harriet  Joslin  married  George  Lane ;  lived  at  one  time  at  Lockport,  N.  Y. 
Henry  Veits  and  Samantha  Joslin,  at  Lyndon,  Mich.,  Sept.  29th,  1845. 
Darius  Joslin  and  Cordelia  E.  Montague,  at  Unadilla,  Mich.,  March  15th,  1848. 
Caroline    Joslin  and    Gideon    Allen,  at    Dexter,  Washtenaw    County,  Mich., 

June  7th,  1849. 
Roxana  Chandler  McEwen  Joslin  and  Rev.  D.  R.  Dixon,  Oct.,  1847. 
Theodore   Merrill    Joslin    and  Mary  Elizabeth  Bebout,  at  Savanah,  O.,  July 

13th,  1859. 
Theodore    Merrill    Joslin  and  Jannette  L.  Holton,  at  Rushville,  N.  Y.,  June 

28th,   1867. 
Eugene  M.  Joslin,  son  of  D.  M.  and  Cordelia  Joslin,  May  i6th,  1882. 
Edward  C.  Joslin  to  Viola  Everetts,  Dec.  9th,  1885. 
Geo.  Faber  McEwen  and  Sarah  Mapes,  April  22d,  1847. 
Geo.  Faber  McEwen  and  Sarah  B.  Fuller,  Oct.  14th,  1848. 
Helen  lola  Joslin,  daughter  of  T.  M.  and  Mary  E.  Bebout  Joslin,  to  Wm.  O. 

DePuy,  at  Bismarck,  Burleigh  County,  North  Dakota,  May  29th,  1889. 
Mary  Holton  Joslin,  daughter  of  T.   M.   and  Jannette  L.   H.  Joslin,  to  T.   M. 

Joslin,  fifth  cousin,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Aug.  15th,  1895. 
Helen  Josephine  Veits  to  George  Hornell  Fairchild,  Dec.  5th,  1866. 
Charlotte  Jane  Veits  to  Dr.  Henry  Renolds  Porter,  Sept.  4th,  1877. 
George    Lane,  son    of    George,    of    Lockport,  N.  Y.,  married    Hanna    Mary 

Dunkid  at  Unadilla,  Mich.,  in  1865. 
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Israel  Joslin,  no  date.     Lived  and  married  ?t  Salem,  Mass.,  Dec.  i8th,  1718. 

Died  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  1761. 
Gideon  Joslin,  at  Tyringham,  Mass.,  Oct.  i8th,  1795. 
Sarah  Joslin,  his  wife,  Nov.  25th,  1808. 

Sarah  Ann  Joslin,  daughter  of  John  Joslin  and  Temperance  Mayo,  June  29,  1810. 
Temperance  Mayo  Joslin,  first  wife  of  John  Joslin,  Nov.  26th,  1810. 
Alexander  Hamilton  Joslin,  in  Township  of  Sullivan,  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 

Jan.  8th,  1823. 
Clarrissa  Joslin,  daughter  of  John  Joslin  and  Temperance  Mayo,  July,  1826. 
Harriet  Joslin  Lane,  died  at  Lockport,  N.  Y. ;  no  date. 

John  Chandler  Joslin,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  Oct.  28th,  1836. 
Alexis  Hamilton  Joslin,  at  Lyndon,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  Dec.  22d,  1845. 
John  Joslin,  at  Lyndon,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  Dec.  15th,  1846. 
Helen  Malvina  Joslin,  at  Lyndon,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  May  20th,  1847. 
Sarah  Mapes  McEwen,  wife  of  George  Faber  McEwen,  Aug.  15th,  1847. 
Caroline  Joslin  Allen,  at  Dexter,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  April  20th,  1850. 
Sarepta  Joslin,  at  Unadilla,  Livingston  County  Mich.,  April  i6th,  1859. 
Mary  Elizabeth  Joslin,  first  wife  of  Theodore  Merrill  Joslin,  Sept.  9th,  1865. 
Roxana  Chandler  Joslin  Dixon,  at  Oberlin,  O.,  Nov.  24th,  1872. 
Cora  Elizabeth  Joslin,  at  Bismarck,  North  Dakota,  July  ist,  1885. 
Theodore  Chandler  Joslin,  at  Livingston,  Montana,  Nov.  13th,  1887. 
George  Faber  McEwen,  at  Kilbush  City,  Wis.,  1889. 
Samantha  Joslin  Veits,  at  Oberlin,  O.,  July  14th,  1898, 
Henry  Veits,  husband  of  Samantha.  at  Oberlin,  O.,  Feb.  28th,  1894. 
Charlotte  Jane  Veits  Porter,  at  Bismarck,  North  Dakota,  Aug.  6th,  1888. 
George  Hornell  Fairchild,  husband  of  Helen  J.  Veits,  Feb.  gth,  1894. 
Gertrude  Veits  Fairchild,  at  Oberlin,  O.,  Sept.  15th,  1870. 
Eugene  M.  Joslin,  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,   April  5th,  1898. 
Blanch  L.  Joslin,  daughter  of  Edward  C.  Joslin,  Aug.  28th,  1889. 
Charlotte  Helen  Joslin,  daughter  of  D.  M.  and  Cordelia  Joslin,  July  30th,  1856. 
Charles  A.  Joslin,  son  of  D.  M.  and  Cordelia  Joslin,  Sept.  23,  1858. 
George  Lane,  son  of  George,  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  died  in  the  State  of  North 

Dakota  ;  left  five  children. 
Darius  Joslin,  at  Lyndon,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  Oct.  8th,  1901. 
Cordelia  E.  Joslin,  wife  of  Darius  Joslin,  March  29th,  1905. 

Note— Clarrissa   Joslin  and    Dr.   Job  W.   May  had  one  child,  who  died  in 
infancy. 
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John  Joslin,  born  in  Tj-renham,  Mass,  October  15th, 
1769,  moved  to  Westmorland,  N.  Y.,  and  subsequently 
to  the  Township  of  Sullivan,  Madison  County,  New 
York  State.  He  purchased  a  farm  on  the  shores  of 
Oneida  Lake  and  lived  here  many  years.  All  his 
children  from  his  second  marriage  to  Roxana  Chandler 
McEwen,  were  born  here.  The  lake,  a  line  sheet  of 
water,  stretched  away  for  thirty  miles,  and  on  its 
margin  John  Joslin  built  his  home  and  reared  his 
familj^ 

He  was  a  large  man,  about  six  feet  in  height;  light 
complexion,  deep  blue  eyes. 

While  living  in  the  State  of  New  York  he  was  at  a 
time  a  large  contractor  in  building  the  Erie  Canal. 
He  remembered  when  a  boy  hearing  the  guns  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  of  people  gathering  in  squads 
and  saying  if  the  British  gained  the  victory  "we  will 
be  enslaved  up  hill  and  down."  John  was  too  young 
to  enter  the  army,  but  his  farail}^  was  represented  by 
three  of  his  brothers  who  joined  the  army  of  Revolu- 
tion and  fought  for  independence. 

The  writer,  Theodore  Merrill  Joslin,  in  1852  visited 
and  spent  a  summer  at  the  old  homestead  where  he  was 
born,  and  he  noted  with  pleasure  that  John  Joslin, 
among  his  surviving  Oid  neighbors,  was  held  in  high 


esteem  as  a  prominent,  leading,  public  spirited  man. 
His  house  seemed  to  have  been  headquarters  for  visit- 
ing ministers,  and  it  is  related  that  in  that  olden  time, 
the  decanter  was  set  out  to  refresh  the  minister  before 
and  after  service.  The  writer  noted  old  landmarks: 
Joslin's  Corners  and  Joslin  and  Hathaway  road,  etc. ; 
the  old  school  house  where  his  elder  brothers  and 
sisters  attended  school,  and  the  old  church,  which  John 
Joslin  headed  liberally  the  subscription  to  build,  and 
the  writer  as  he  visited  the  house  where  he  was  born, 
these  old  landmarks,  with  their  clustering  associations 
filled  him  with  the  deepest  interest.  He  visited  the 
old  cemetery  and  the  grave  that  bears  the  marble  slab 
to  the  memory  of  Alexander  Hamilton  Joslin,  who  died 
January  8th,  1823. 

In  the  year  1832  or  1833,  John  Joslin  sold  his  farm 
at  the  Lake;  he  and  his  oldest  son,  John  Chandler, 
came  to  the  then  Territory  of  Michigan  and  located 
land  in  Washtenaw  Countj^,  Township  of  Lyndon — a 
smaller  portion  extended  or  was  afterward  purchased 
across  the  line  in  Livingston  County,  Township  of 
Unadilla — the  land  lay  along  the  shore  of  a  small  lake 
known  at  this  time  as  Joslin  Lake.  He  then  contracted 
and  paid  for  the  building  of  a  log  house  with  a  Mr. 
Pelton.  He  then  returned  east  for  his  family,  came  up 
the  Lake  from  Buffalo,  I  think,  on  the  old  boat  Mandi- 
son  and  landed  at  Detroit,  then  by  stage  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Washtenaw  County,  Mich.  On  reaching  Ann  Arbor  in 
1833,  nine  miles  from  his  land,  he  learned  that  Mr. 
Pelton  had  only  commenced  the  house  by  cutting  and 
hauling  the  logs.  Therefore  finding  a  good  opening  at 
Ann  Arbor  for  the  manufacture  of  brick  he  remained  in 
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that  business  at  that  place  for  two  years.  In  the  mean- 
time the  family  were  all  anxious  to  ^'o  to  the  farm, 
which  on  account  of  the  delay  we  all  called  the 
' '  promise  land . "  Then  in  the  spring  of  1835,  the  family 
moved  to  the  farm;  there  were  no  doors  or  windows 
put  in,  so  we  hung  up  blankets  over  these  openings 
until  we  could  finish  the  house.  We  listened  to  the 
music  of  the  frogs  and  the  sharp  bark  of  the  wolves 
and  foxes.  Indians  roamed  around  in  small  bands. 
The  countr}'  was  new,  few  settlers  and  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions the  land  an  unbroken  wilderness.  For  John 
Joslin  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  to  leave  his  old  home  at 
the  east  and  a  large  acquaintance,  where  he  had  spent 
the  best  days  of  his  early  manhood,  to  build  a  new 
home  in  the  west  and  encounter  all  the  hardships  of  a 
pioneer  life,  with  a  large  familj^  some  of  tender  years, 
required  fortitude  and  courage  little  dreamed  of  by  the 
present  generation.  We  had  a  few  neighbors,  how- 
ever; about  the  time  or  soon  after  our  arrival  a  Mr. 
Nobles  came  and  built  a  double  log  house  and  kept  an 
"Inn"  for  the  accommodation  of  travelers,  his  place 
and  land  was  one  mile  west  from  us;  about  that  time  or 
a  little  before  Eathen  B.  Mosher  settled  on  land  one 
mile  south  and  east  of  us  at  the  head  of  a  lake  called 
' '  Mosher  Lake. ' '  Mr.  Mosher  built  a  frame  house  and 
kept  Tavern.  Town  meetings  were  usually  in  that 
day  held  at  his  Tavern.  We  had  also  a  neighbor  two 
miles  east  of  us,  a  Mr.  Bruin,  also  on  the  shore  of  a 
lake,  known  to  this  day  as  Bruin  Lake,  and  about  that 
time  a  Mr.  Beniagher  Palmer  settled  one-half  mile  east 
of  us,  our  lands  nearly  joined.  Three-quarters  of  a 
mile  north  of  us,  over  the  county  line  in  Livingston,  a 
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Mr.  Glenn  built  a  saw  mill  by  damming  a  stream  called 
Fish  Creek,  the  outlet  to  Joslin  Lake;  previously  he 
had  built  a  log  house  where  he  lived  with  his  family. 
•  Soon  came  Mr.  Drake,  who  built  a  store  building 
(frame)  and  kept  a  small  stock  of  merchandise — "cash 
and  barter"  store.  Then  came  William  Gillert  a 
blacksmith,  and  built  a  shop.  Then  Deacon  Montague 
and  a  Doctor  Junas  Field,  both  from  Massachusetts. 
The  Deacon  entered  land  near  this  village,  which  was 
then  called  Milan,  and  built  a  frame  house  and  barn; 
subsequently  the  name  Milan  was  changed  to  Unadilla. 
Dr.  Field,  a  well  educated  though  a  very  eccentric 
man,  practiced  medicine  but  not  surgery,  he  was  quite 
successful  in  treating  the  fevers  and  agues  of  that  day 
— bleeding,  quinine  and  jollup — w^as  the  usual  remedies 
and  still  people  lived,  would  shake  with  ague  one  day 
and  work  the  next.  Three  miles  from  this  nucleus  of  a 
village  Milan,  was  what  was  called  Reevesville,  a  grist 
mill,  distillery,  a  few  houses  and  a  store;  the  mill  was 
where  all  the  settlement  around  got  their  grists  ground, 
and  a  great  convenience.  The  store  at  Reesville,  kept 
by  Mr.  Reeves,  is  where  the  writer  bought  his  first 
pair  of  skates — he  paid  seventy-five  cents  for  a  very 
plain  pair— he  walked  the  six  miles  to  get  them,  but  it 
made  him  very  happy.  Joslin  Lake  and  the  Glenn  mill 
pond  afforded  us  boys  all  the  area  needed,  and  such 
fun,  and  sometimes  for  a  change  the  boys  would  go  to 
Bruin  Lake.  In  this  Township  of  Lyndon  there  was  a 
chain  of  lakes,  all  connected  by  outlets  and  inlets. 
Joslin  Lake  was  connected  with  Mosher  Lake,  Mosher 
Lake  with  Bruin,  Bruin  with  Half  Moon  Lake,  and  so 
on.     My  brother  Darius,  with  other  young  men,  used 
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occasionally  in  the  spring  of  the  year  to  start  out  with  a 
boat  spearing-  fish,  they  would  use  for  light  what  was 
called  a  jack,  lay  in  a  quantity  of  tamarack  kindlings 
or  wood  split  up  fine,  this  would  make  a  fine  blaze  and 
light  up  the  water  so  the  fish  could  be  seen  on  the  bot- 
tom of  the  lake,  then  they — it  usually  took  three,  two 
to  spear  and  one  to  row  the  boat— commencing  at  the 
landing  on  Joslin  Lake  would  row  around  the  lake 
to  the  inlet  from  Mosher  Lake  then  run  the  boat  up  the 
inlet  into  Mosher  Lake,  then  the  same  way  to  Bruin 
and  so  on  to  Half  Moon  Lake ;  this  trip  usually  took  all 
night,  but  they  would  bring  home  all  the  fish  they  could 
carry  and  distribute  them  among  the  neighbors.  The 
writer  never  took  one  of  these  all  night  trips,  was 
generall}^  satisfied  after  going  around  Joslin  Lake. 
The  last  time  he  went  spearing  he  and  a  Mr.  James 
Babcock  did  the  spearing  while  young  Mr.  Glenn  rowed 
the  boat;  in  going  around  the  lake  we  remember  dis- 
tinctly that  we  got  one  hundred  and  eleven  fish,  fifteen 
of  which  were  good  sized  pickerel — in  that  early  day 
the  lakes  v/ere  full  of  fish.  The  outlet  to  Joslin  Lake, 
called  Fish  Creek,  ran  past  in  a  few  rods  of  our  door, 
we  used  to  run  our  boats  down  this  creek  and  anchor 
near  our  door.  Our  first  boat  was  a  log,  or  Indian 
canoe.  Subsequent!}^  we  brought  out  from  Ann  Arbor 
a  clinker  boat  with  a  keel.  The  water  in  the  lake  when 
we  first  moved  to  Michigan  was  flush  almost  with  the 
banks  and  I  remember  we  could  paddle  our  canoe  close 
up  to  the  banks,  but  in  later  j^ears,  either  by  drainage 
or  larger  evaporations,  the  water  became  so  shallow  as 
not  to  allow  the  boat  be  drawn  on  shore.  In  the  early 
da}"  Joslin  Lake  was  a  great  resort  for  the  young  people 


—12— 

of  the  settlement,  not  only  for  fishing,  but  boat  riding 
and  pleasure  parties;  young  people  in  those  days  would 
gather  at  the  lake  and  enjoy  these  boat  rides  with 
songs  and  laughter,  they  had  a  raerry  time. 

The  early  settlers  of  those  days  to  clear  and  break 
up  the  land  had  at  first  only  oxen.  A  Mr.  Aaron 
Palmer,  brother  to  Beniagher  Palmer,  our  nearest 
neighbor,  who  came  in  about  this  time  and  settled  on 
land  a  mile  and  one-half  south  and  a  little  west  of  us, 
had  the  first  span  or  horses,  others  later. 

Darius  Joslin,  son  of  John,  when  the  family  moved 
to  our  land  and  future  home  in  Lyndon,  was  about 
nineteen  years  old.  With  the  exception  of  one  and  a 
half  years  spent  in  the  State  of  New  York,  he  stayed 
with  the  old  people  on  the  farm,  and  was  the  staff  upon 
which  they  largely  leaned.  He  gave  the  strength  of 
his  young  manhood  to  the  clearing  up  of  the  farm. 
After  father,  John  Joslin,  died,  he  became  the  owner 
and  lived  there  for  over  sixty-five  years.  He  and  his 
faithful  wife  Cordelia,  who  followed  him  four  years 
later,  now  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Unadilla,  beside  their 
honored  father,  sainted  mother  and  beloved  brothers 
and  sisters  who  went  before.     Peace  be  to  their  ashes. 

Darius  was  a  man  of  uncommon  natural  abilities, 
honest,  kind  hearted,  with  a  very  sociable  disposition, 
and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  very  popular 
with  the  young  people,  even  when  he  was  an  elderly 
man,  his  happy,  jovial  nature  and  fondness  for  society 
made  him  sought  for  and  prominent  in  all  social  gather- 
ings. His  acquaintance  was  extensive  all  over  Washte- 
naw, Livingston,  Oakland  and  Ingham  Counties,  in- 
cluding Ann  Arbor,  our  early  but  temporary  home.    He 
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was  possessed  with  a  good  memor}^,  and  having  a 
rather  theatrical  turn,  after  hearing  a  play  could  repeat 
most  of  it,  acting  and  carrying  along  all  the  parts.  He 
was  often  called  upon  at  social  gatherings  to  repeat  a 
play  that  he  once  heard  called  the  "East  India  Uncle," 
and  afforded  high  entertainment  to  all.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  church  matters,  public  spirited  and  generous,  a 
deacon  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for  many  years. 
His  home  alwaj^s  had  the  "latch  string"  out,  and 
ministers  of  all  denominations  made  a  sort  of  head- 
quarters at  his  house.  A  more  dutiful  son,  a  more 
devoted  brother,  a  kinder  neighbor,  a  braver,  truer, 
nobler  man — never  lived. 


